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ABSTRACT 



This report identifies provisions of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Amendments of 1997 that relate to 10 
recommendations proposed by a 1996 conference of the National Association of 
State Directors of Special Education on the Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) . The conference used an accountability model that views accountability 
from a systemic perspective and the IEP as a major tool to achieve intense 
student learning outcomes. The information is presented in tabular form with 
three columns that show: first, the IEP recommendations from the conference ; 
second, the relevant section/s of the 1997 IDEA amendments; and, third, 
related information from reports of the Senate on Labor and Human Resources 
and the House Committee on Education and the Workforce. Recommendations 
address such aspects of the IEP as IEP language; specification of 
accommodations; strategies for access to the general curriculum; making the 
IEP process more user-friendly; IEP focus on various transition points; 
student participation in the accountability program; use of broad-based 
goals; specification of the general education teacher's role; behavior 
management issues; and linking of educational objectives, intervention, and 
evaluation. (DB) 
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This report was supported in whole or in part by the U.S. Department of Education (Contract No. HS92015001). 
However, the opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of the U.S. Department of 
Education, and no official endorsement by the Department should be inferred. 



Overview of the Relationship of the Wingspread conference Recommendations on Enhancing Individual 

Student Accountability Through the IEP 
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of the law and Committee Reports have also been omitted that do not pertain directly to the IEP. In addition, portions of the IDEA 
Amendments of 1997 and the Committee Reports included within this report that relate to the Wingspread IEP recommendations have 
been selected by the author and can be subject to opinion. Therefore, the contents of this document should not be used as a substitute 
for the language of the IDEA Amendments of 1997 or Committee Reports. 
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